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It was taught: There was not a courtyard in Jerusalem which was 
not lit up from the light of bet hashshoebah [M. 5:3C]. 


It was taught: A woman can sift wheat by the light of the fire [of the 
Temple pile]. 


[C] And was this not regarded as violating the laws of sacrilege? 


[D] No, for R. Joshua b. Levi said, “Smell, sight, sound — they are not 
subject to the laws of sacrilege.” 


There were six sounds that they could hear from Jericho: 


From Jericho did they hear the sound of the great gate opening. 
From Jericho did they hear the sound of the shovel. 


From Jericho did they hear the sound of the wooden device which 
Ben Qarin made for the layer. 


From Jericho did they hear the sound of Gabmi, the crier. 
From Jericho did they hear the sound of the flute. 
From Jericho did they hear the sound of the cymbal. 


There are those who say, “Also the voice of the high priest when 
he made mention of the divine Name on the Day of Atonement.” 


From Jericho they could smell the scent of the compounding of the 
incense. 


Said R. Eleazar b. Diglai, ‘“My father’s house and goats were on 
the mountain of Mikhwar, and they sneezed from the smell of the 
compounding of the incense” [M. Tam. 3:8, omitting M. Tam. 
3:8G-H. which would have made eight, rather than six sounds]. 


5:4 


[A] The pious men and wonder-workers would dance before them with 


flaming torches in their hand, 


[B] and they would sing before them songs and praises. 


[C] And the Levites beyond counting played on harps, lyres, cymbals, 


trumpets, and [other] musical instruments, 


[D] [standing as they played] on the fifteen steps which go down from the 


Israelites’ court to the women’s court — 


[E] corresponding to the fifteen Songs of Ascents which are in the Book of 


Psalms — 


